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Preface
This volume consists of several papers written in honor of David Buchsbaum. The
articles were contributed by a large number of the participants of \Commutative Alge-
bra, Homological Algebra and Representation Theory," a series of three interconnected
sub-conferences which took place in Italy between April and June 1998, at the Uni-
versities of Catania, Genova and Roma \Tor Vergata".
The conference was promoted, and mainly sponsored, by INdAM (Istituto Nazionale
di Alta Matematica). It was organized by Giandomenico Bo (Universita di Tri-
este), Alo Ragusa (Universita di Catania), Elisabetta Strickland (Universita di Roma
\Tor Vergata") and Giuseppe Valla (Universita di Genova).
The organizing committee received generously scientic assistance from G.M.
Cattaneo Piacentini, D. Eisenbud, S. Goto, C. Peskine, and J. Weyman.
This entire initiative was dedicated to David Buchsbaum. For about 30 years, Buchs-
baum has had strong scientic connections with many Italian mathematicians, providing
them with an extremely valuable exchange of ideas, enlightening advice and, last but
not least, a strong, important and deep friendship.
For these reasons, and because of the variety of the distinguished speakers and
participants, the conference was regarded as a richly rewarding experience for everyone
involved.
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